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The Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame is a project of the Wisconsin Library Heritage Center, a program of the Wisconsin Library Association Foundation.  
Purpose

The purpose of the hall of fame is to promote an understanding of the heritage of libraries and librarianship in Wisconsin by recognizing and honoring the legacy of those individuals, both living and deceased, who have made an exceptional contribution to the improvement of library service in Wisconsin.
Criteria for Selecting Members of the Hall of Fame
Individuals will be inducted into the Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame who have made an exceptional contribution to the statewide improvement of library service in Wisconsin over a sustained period of time.  Individuals who have worked in and/or advocated for Wisconsin libraries will be considered.  Both living and deceased individuals will be considered. 
Some factors taken into consideration in the nomination and selection of members of the Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame include:

· An individual’s record of leadership in the Wisconsin Library Association and/or other statewide library organizations/institutions. 

· The overall importance and impact of an individual’s contribution to the improvement of library service in Wisconsin. 

· An individual’s contributions to the improvement of library service at the national level. 

Process for Selection of Inductees into the Hall of Fame
Selection of inductees to the Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame will be made by the Wisconsin Library Heritage Center Steering Committee. 

The Steering Committee will play a significant role in identifying deceased individuals who should be considered for induction into the Hall of Fame because of their contribution to the early development of library service in Wisconsin. Individual members of the Steering Committee may suggest individuals for consideration along with appropriate documentation.
Nominations for individuals who should be considered for induction into the Hall of Fame will be received annually by the WLHC Steering Committee. Nominations should provide sufficient information about the individual being nominated so that the Steering Committee can make an informed judgment about whether the individual is worthy of being inducted into the Hall of Fame.  Individuals nominated in one year will continue to be considered in future years without being re-nominated. 
The number of individuals, both living and deceased, inducted into to the Hall of Fame will vary annually.  It is expected that multiple individuals will be inducted in the initial years of the Hall of Fame.  If a suitable inductee is not identified in any given year, no induction into the Hall of Fame will take place.
Recognition
Induction into the Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame will occur at the awards ceremony at the annual conference of the Wisconsin Library Association.  A biographical sketch of members of the Hall of Fame will be permanently placed on the website of the Wisconsin Library Heritage Center.  Living inductees into the hall of fame shall receive a suitable plaque.
Initial Implementation

The first group of individuals will be inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2008 at the WLA Fall Conference.  Individuals in this group will be identified by the Steering Committee and will include only deceased individuals who have made an exceptional contribution to the early history of library service in Wisconsin.
The Steering Committee will begin accepting and reviewing nominations from others for individuals to be considered for induction in 2009.  The deadline for nominations will be August 1, 2009 and each August 1st thereafter. The details of the nomination process will be finalized and made available by March, 2009.
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